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J^etter to Washington

' N presenting Paine's Letter to Washington, it pays to speculate
once more on how different his career would have been had he
remained in America and played his part in the great struggle
lor democracy and against the Hamiltonians that Jefferson led.
Hud he done so, he would have understood, as Jefferson so well did,
how innocent Washington was of any complicity in the Federalist
plot to destroy the republic; he would have recognized, along with
Jefferson, the lonely and rather forlorn devotion of the President to
the United States. And he would have known, as Jefferson knew so
well, how the Federalist plotters, led by Alexander Hamilton and
Aaron Burr and John Adams, traduced and falsified, for America,
the nature of the revolution in France.
But Paine was not in America, and only distance, ill-fortune,
and his sufferings in prison can explain his headlong attack upon
George Washington, Remember that Paine adored Washington;
that during the revolution they were comrades in arms; that
again and again Paine proclaimed his immense esteem of the
commander-m-ehief. Remember that Paine dedicated Rights of
Man to Washington, But remember this, too, that after the Amer-
ican Constitutional Convention, the Federalists, a thoroughly un-
principled and reactionary group of men, gained control of the
country, swindling the old soldiers, attacking the patriots, using the
Supreme Court as the first step to set up a dictatorship, dealing
illegally with foreign governments, plotting, buying, selling, work-
ing so fervently to wreck the American Republic that a second
revolution was needed to drive them to their holes,
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